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READING 1: 1 CORINTHIANS 15: 1-26, 51-7

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, 
of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you 

stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if 
you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to 
you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 3For 
I handed on to you as of first importance what I in 
turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. 7Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the 
least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them—though it was not I, but 
the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it 
was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come 
to believe.
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of 
the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then Christ has not been raised; 14and if Christ has 
not been raised, then our proclamation has been 
in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15We are 
even found to be misrepresenting God, because 
we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom 
he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 

raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has 
not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those 
also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this 
life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied.
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have died. 21For since death 
came through a human being, the resurrection of the 
dead has also come through a human being; 22for as 
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But 
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at 
his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes 
the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 
Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every 
authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death.

51Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all 
die, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For 
this perishable body must put on imperishability, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When 
this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this 
mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is 
written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.” 55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, 
O death, is your sting?” 56The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Life and death are part of the reality of what it is to 
be human.  We have rituals for both depending upon 
our cultural heritage and belief systems, sometimes 
also depending on our family traditions.  

Paul is addressing the Corinthian church which has 
deviated from his teachings in such a way that they 
do not reflect love but reflect human need for power 
and control.  Some members are claiming higher 
spiritual status than others thus causing others to 
doubt if they are included in God’s church.  In this 
passage, Paul is addressing the way some have taken 
the surrounding belief systems and incorporated 
them into church teachings when they do not reflect 
anything that Paul has taught them.

I don’t feel I did justice to this passage so come 
wearing your theological hats and let’s chew this 
over together.  The stand out verses for me, perhaps 
at this time but perhaps not, are verses 54b-55:
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
55 ‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
   Where, O death, is your sting?’

From Michael J Gorman:
“Few books of Scripture culminate as dramatically 
as does 1 Corinthians with its majestic chapter 
15.  Together perhaps with Romans 8, it represents 
the pinnacle of Pauline rhetoric and theological 
argument, and yet it does not contain the musings 
of an armchair theologian. Rather, it embodies the 
deepest and most practical convictions of a man 
who believes that what he has to say is a matter of 
life and death for himself and his readers/hearers.”

And the quote from Indian writer Arundhati Roy 
which is part of a longer article (link here https://
www.ft.com/content/10d8f5e8-74eb-11ea-95fe-
fcd274e920ca):

“What is this thing that has happened to us? It’s a 
virus, yes. In and of itself it holds no moral brief. But 
it is definitely more than a virus. Some believe it’s 
God’s way of bringing us to our senses. Others that 
it’s a Chinese conspiracy to take over the world.

Whatever it is, coronavirus has made the mighty 
kneel and brought the world to a halt like nothing 

else could. Our minds are still racing back and forth, 
longing for a return to “normality”, trying to stitch 
our future to our past and refusing to acknowledge 
the rupture. But the rupture exists. And in the 
midst of this terrible despair, it offers us a chance 
to rethink the doomsday machine we have built for 
ourselves. Nothing could be worse than a return to 
normality.

Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break 
with the past and imagine their world anew. This 
one is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between 
one world and the next.

We can choose to walk through it, dragging the 
carcasses of our prejudice and hatred, our avarice, 
our data banks and dead ideas, our dead rivers and 
smoky skies behind us. Or we can walk through 
lightly, with little luggage, ready to imagine another 
world. And ready to fight for it.”

QUESTIONS

•	 What is our luggage that we carry through this 
transformation?  

•	 What will be our luggage that we carry through 
the transformation of resurrection?

•	 What is the death we will leave behind and what 
is the life we will live?


